June 1, 2012
Dear Senator:

We write to urge you to co-sponsor S. 2474, the Health Equity and Accountability Act (HEAA) of 2012,
introduced on April 26, 2012 by Senator Daniel Akaka along with Senator Daniel Inouye. The
Congressional Tri-Caucus (made up of the Congressional Black Caucus, the Congressional Hispanic
Caucus and the Congressional Asian Pacific American Caucus) has long championed this bill and we also
support their efforts in the 112" Congress.

We recently celebrated the two year anniversary of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), our historic health
reform law. Communities of color and underserved communities stand to benefit from a number of the
provisions of the law including immediate relief for many minority-owned small businesses through the
small business tax credit; improved access to health insurance for millions of individuals—particularly
those with pre-existing conditions—through insurance market reforms and the creation of new health
insurance exchanges in 2014; the transformation of our sick care system into a wellness system through
enhanced community-level efforts to reduce chronic diseases and improve health among population
groups experiencing the greatest burden of chronic disease; and, the U.S. Department of Health and
Human Services’ (HHS) release of new draft standards for collecting and reporting on race, ethnicity, sex,
primary language and disability status, as well as plans by HHS to begin collecting additional data on
sexual orientation and gender identity.

In addition, the ACA put in place infrastructure to address disparities through the establishment of
Offices of Minority Health in the Food and Drug Administration (FDA), Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS), Centers for Disease Control (CDC), Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA), Agency for Health Care Research and Quality (AHRQ) and the Health
Resources and Services Administration (HRSA). Furthermore, CMS has begun to pave the way to
improving the quality and value of our health care system through the creation of the Center for
Medicare and Medicaid Innovation and the Federal Coordinated Health Care Office.

The Health Equity and Accountability Act of 2012 recognizes that additional steps must be taken to
specifically address health care disparities and provides additional tools necessary to address and
eliminate health and health care disparities experienced by minority and underserved communities. The
HEAA of 2012 focuses on ensuring that a full range of culturally and linguistically appropriate health care
and public health services are available and accessible in every community, creates additional pipeline
and training opportunities for minority-serving professional and allied health care workers, and
incorporates strategies such as community-based prevention efforts to address a range of disease-
specific, mental and behavioral health issues facing minority communities.

We also support the provisions in the HEAA that seek to further eliminate existing access barriers to
affordable health insurance coverage, promote investments in innovative health care delivery methods
and technologies, strengthen evidence-based and community-driven prevention and public health
strategies, and advance research and data collection about the health needs and outcomes of our
communities. These are all important steps towards eliminating racial and ethnic health disparities, and
creating a sustainable health care system that can pave the road to health equity.

As organizations committed to reducing racial and ethnic health disparities, including the
subpopulations within communities of color that face multiple barriers due to factors such as



immigration status, age, disability, obesity, sexual orientation, gender identity and limited English
proficiency, we urge you to co-sponsor this important piece of legislation. The undersigned, many of
whom have supported this legislation in the past, are ready to offer our expertise and networks to work
with you to advance health equity. Please contact Priscilla Huang (phuang@apiahf.org) with any
questions.

Sincerely,

A Brave New Day
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Center for Independence of the Disabled
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Center for Popular Democracy

CenterLink: The Community of LGBT Centers
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Mental Health America
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Movement is Life
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Obesity Action Coalition

OCA

Ohio AIDS Coalition
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Public Justice Center
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Strazz Fitness
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Trust for America's Health
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