June 23, 2011

The Honorable Daniel Akaka The Honorable Daniel Inouye
United States Senator United States Senator

141 Hart SOB 722 Hart SOB

Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

The Honorable Jeff Bingaman The Honorable Ben Cardin
United States Senator United States Senator
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Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Akaka, Senator Inouye, Senator Bingaman and Senator Cardin,

We write to thank you for your work and leadership on issues important to the health and well-being of
minority communities in the United States. During the debate on health care reform in the 111"
Congress, your offices ensured that the voices of our communities were included in the Affordable Care
Act (ACA). We fully support the provisions in this law that expand access to affordable health insurance
coverage for those who are uninsured and underinsured, ensure quality in the delivery of care, advance
research and promote healthy behaviors throughout our communities. These are all important steps
towards eliminating racial and ethnic health disparities.

We are thankful for your continued leadership and commitment to developing legislation that builds on
these advancements. As Senators who have been championing these efforts, we are ready to work with
your offices to move forward legislation that advances health equity initiatives to build on the progress
made by the ACA.

As organizations and working group members committed to reducing racial and ethnic health disparities
and promoting health equity, we are ready to support your work in this endeavor. Sixty-one community
organizations, national advocacy groups, professional organizations and research institutions, many of
whom have supported this legislation in the past, are ready to offer our expertise and networks to
advance the development of the bill in the 112™ Congress.

Thank you again for your leadership on these issues.
Sincerely,
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