
SOLUTION: The Obama Administration must end 
harmful and unnecessary detentions and deportations 
and expand channels for administrative relief.

Deportations Hurt Women

For more information, please contact Natalie D. Camastra with the National Latina 
Institute for Reproductive Health (NLIRH) at natalie@latinainstitute.org

% WOMEN of all immigrants who naturalized 
in 2013. Women are the majority of 
immigrants in the United States.

Sources: U.S. Department of Homeland Security, DHS Office of Immigration Statistics, Annual Flow Report: May 2014. U.S. Naturalizations: 2013. www.dhs.gov/sites/default/files/publications/ois_natz_fr_2013.pdf; New American Media, Women Immigrants: 
Stewards of the 21th Century Family, February 2009. media.namx.org/images/communications/immwomenexecsummary.pdf; Pearce SC, Clifford EJ, Tandon R. Our American Immigrant Entrepreneurs: The Women. Immigration Policy Center, American Immigration 
Council. December 2011. www.immigrationpolicy.org/special-reports/our-american-immigrant-entrepreneurs-women

Despite this, immigrant women are being DENIED 
opportunity, dignity, and justice under 
current detention and deportation policies.

% WOMEN of all immigrant business 
owners. Immigrant women are more likely than 
U.S. born women to start their own businesses, and 
immigrant women make tremendous contributions to 
the U.S. workforce.

55.3%
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Sources: New York Times. Growth in Deportations. February 22, 2013. www.nytimes.com/interactive/2013/02/22/us/politics/growth-in-deportations.html?ref=us&_r=0; Wessler SF, Nearly 205K Deportations of Parents of U.S. Citizens in Just Over Two Years, COLORLINES, 
Dec. 17, 2012, colorlines.com/archives/2012/12/us_deports_more_than_200k_parents.html.; The U.S. Department of Justice 1912 8 U.S.C. Section 1326 – Reentry After Deportation (Removal). www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/foia_reading_room/usam/title9/crm01912.htm

1892        1920                  1940                1960                 1980              2000           2012

0.12%

0.06%

If a mother attempts to return to 
the United States to unite with 

her children after being deported, she can face a felony 
charge with a federal prison sentence of up to 20 years.

20 YEARS

The number of parents of U.S. citizen children deported 
by the Obama Administration between 2010 and 2012, 

with more deported since that time. Many children end up in the child welfare 
system and may be separated from their parents indefinitely.

200,000

The approximate number of people the Obama Admin-
istration has deported since 2009. This is approximately 

the same number as all other presidential administrations from 1892–1997 combined.
2 MILLION
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Sources: Women’s Refugee Commission. www.womensrefugeecommission.org/programs/migrant-rights/55-detention/803-congressional-briefing-on-june-24-to-reveal-impact-of-immigration-enforcement-on-women-and-families; Gruberg S. Dignity Denied: LGBT 
Immigrants in U.S. Immigration Detention. Center for American Progress. Nov. 2013. cdn.americanprogress.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/11/ImmigrationEnforcement.pdf; American Civil Liberties Union. Sexual Abuse in Immigration Detention. www.aclu.org/sexual-
abuse-immigration-detention; Human Rights Watch. Detained and Dismissed: Women’s Struggles to Obtain Health Care in United States Immigration Detention. March 2009. www.hrw.org/reports/2009/03/16/detained-and-dismissed; U.S. Government and Accountability 
Office. IMMIGRATION DETENTION: Additional Actions Could Strengthen DHS Efforts to Address Sexual Abuse [Reissued on December 6, 2013] GAO-14-38: Published: Nov 20, 2013. Publicly Released: Nov 20, 2013. www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-38

Between 2007–2011,  
200 allegations of 
sexual abuse by staffers 
and other detainees 
were reported; and 
recent investigations 
show that as many as 
40% of allegations are 
never reported.
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34,000 immigrants detained every day, many in 
jail-like facilities run by for-profit corporations.

400,000 immigrants detained every year.

10 Percentage women of those detained.

Immigrant women in 
detention have been forced 
to give birth in shackles, 
and have been denied 
gender-appropriate 
healthcare such as 
breast-feeding supports, 
contraception, and 
coverage of abortion care.

LGBTQ immigrants, 
including women, are 
more likely to be placed in 
solitary confinement  — 
a practice wich amounts 
to torture — for their 
LGBTQ and gender non-
conforming status.

(all figures approximate)


